History  
At Midday October 11th 1965 with the prayer "Immaculate Virgin, Help us". 130 Seminarians and their Moderators left the Seminary Community of the Urban College up on the Janiculum Hill and headed towards their new home in the street of the Red Tower (Via di Torre Rossa). Building was still in progress enough had been done to make it habitable and comfortable for the students. 

Ever since its new beginnings in 1931 on the Hill, The Urban Pontifical College, was too small to house the numbers of seminarians from the mission Countries asking to come to Rome to study. As a result The Sacred Congregation for the Evangelisation of the People or "Propaganda Fide", decided to reserve Pontifical College Urbano for the students of theology and to erect a new College for those studying philosophy.

The International Pontifical Missionary College of St. Paul the Apostle, in Via Torre Rossa, finds its origins in the beginnings of the 1960’s under the guidance of Cardinal Gregorio Pietro Agagianian, to accommodate the increasing applications made by missionary bishops, for the ecclesiastical formation, of their priests in Rome.

The college was officially inaugurated December 3rd 1965 by His Holiness Pope Paul VI with the name of "The Pontifical Philosophical College of Pope Urban of Propaganda Fide". During his speech in the chapel of the new college, the Holy Father, underlining that this day was the feast of St Francis Xavier, affirmed that the future of the world, despite its dark shadows, is full of hopes and certainties especially when brave and generous young people are prepared to devote their life for the salvation of the world. He expressed his certainty that the pupils will spend well the years of priestly formation ahead, and that they will fully correspond to what the Church expects of her priests. The Holy Father then invoked from above Heavenly Wisdom upon the students through the intercession of St. Paul the Apostle, (the first missionary and patron of missionaries everywhere), to which the chapel of the college is devoted and of Francis Xavier supreme example of fidelity and model for evangelisation.  

On July 4th  1974 the College was closed was loaned to the Vicariate of Rome and was named "Villa Emmaus" as a Conference house and to welcome groups of pilgrims coming to Rome for The Holy Year of 1975. The philosophy students were transferred to the Urban College. 

In 1977 the Sacred Congregation decided to restart the College and to make it into a residence for Priests coming from Dioceses under the care of the Congregation who wanted to gain degrees from the various Ecclesiastical Universities in Rome. Then to return to their own countries and teach in their local seminaries, or work in the various ecclesiastical offices of their Diocese.

It was officially reopened on April 21 with the name of "International Missionary College of St. Paul the Apostle" and the students of the Urban College were again transferred to Via Torre Rossa. On December the 17th of the same year, His Holiness Pope Paul VI conferred on the College the title of "Pontifical". This was the last year of Seminarians because beginning from the new academic year the College was inhabited entirely by priests.

On the 18th October of 1980 in the theater of the College, (the Crypt of the Chapel) Mother Teresa of Calcutta, held a lecture on the qualities of the good priest.   

In the January of 1981 for the Feast of the conversion of St. Paul, the College had the honor of hosting the Holy Father Pope John Paul II. After the celebration of Mass and supper in refectory, he exhorted the students to profitable studies with the comfort of the Most Holy Mary "Mother of the unity of the Church" and "Seat of Wisdom." 

Guiding the College during the course of years, there have been a succession of various moderators:

Fr. Max Jezernik was the first rector helped by Fr. Jean Climbs, The spiritual Director was, Fr. Medardo Kayitakigba and Fr. Mario Pizzaballa, was vice rector. 

Fr Jezenik Was Named Rector March 31st 1965 and remained rector until 1972. He was replaced by Mons. Pellegrino Ronchi, now Bishop Emeritus of Castello, and was rectro from 1972 to 1985. Then came, Fr. Francesco Bunting, of the Missionaries of the Consolation, from 1985 to 1991. For one year to 1992 Mons. Delio Lucarelli, Bishop of Rieti, cared for the place. And from 1992 to 2007 Fr Jozef KUC of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate Was Rector. From January 1st 2008 until today the rector is Fr. Daniel CORIJN, OMI, who until being called to Rome was happily President of the Theological Institute of St. Joseph Cedara, Province of Kwanzulu-Natal in South Africa, A task he began in from 1999.

